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Violating Its Own Ordinance

HERE is an element of rich humor in the
fact that the city of Richmond has heen
placed on the docket of the Police Court for
maintaining a nuisance, the charge so made
being one consequence of the crusade to free
the streets of unnecessary rubbish and
waste.

That city employes shonld violate a city
ordinance is not absolutely a new thing, but
it is rare indeed that such violations are
followed by a docket charge. Private citizens
and corporations should be required to ob-
serve the law and punished for a persistent
refusal or failure, bhut certainly It is not too
much tq_ expect that the city government
will set a proper example.

A few days ago we ventured, in this con-
nection, some casunl remarks about the mote
in the public's eye and officlal Richmond’s
beam. Perhaps we should have said beamh.

A Chance for Better Baseball

ICHMOND'S community spirit should Be
squarely and strongly behind the effort
to bring an International I.eague baseball
club to this ecity. Chances of effecting this
are brighter than tliey have ever been, and
they should not be dimmed or lessened by
any failure of public understanding or public
interest.

The Virginin League is a Class D organi-
zation, while the International's class is A A.
In standing, the Internntional ranks just be-
low the majors, and three grades above the
league that now supplies Richmond fans with
the only professional baseball they have a
chance to see here. The margin of difference
between teams of the International and those
of the majors is as thin as paper. 1t was
generally admitted by baseball experts that
the HBaltimore Orioles, at the beginning of
lasl season, were of full major league callbre.

Richmond fandom can and will support
better bashball. @ It will be a great thing for
the city-if the change s made.

eSS ———

Economy Duty of Congress

HEN Congress ascembles to-day for the

ghort eession, its principal business

will be the passage of the appropriation bills

necessary for the conduct of the government.

It is assumed that the Democratic majority

will see to it that these measures are framed

in accordance with and limited by that wise

economy that the existing situation renders
imperative.

Wise economy, of course, Is not the same .

thing ns foolish parsimony. Government
must he carried on, and there is neither
rhyme nor reason In a policy which handi-
caps the country’'s business energles and
hampers its development.

Economy means that there must be no
waste. It means also, in the case of a nation
a8 in that of an individual, that it must get
along without luxuries. It means, in times
like these, that there must be no extraordin-
ary capital expenditures, save those absolute-
Iy and imperatively required.

I'hg country looks to Congress, and espe-
cially to the Democracy in Congress, to see
that these considerations are kept in mind.
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“The Enemy"

HOSE to whom words are llving things—
as, indecd, they can be—find something
of the terror of war itself in the use of the
words ““the enemy’ in the terse official com-
munications dezling with
military operations. “The enemy's losseca
were heavy."” “The enemy’s trenches were
flled with his dedd.” And so on.
hus a terrible impersonality, as though it
were a hostile forca of nature, an unhuman
cetastrophe, not to be softened or redeemed
by a name that {s applied to a nation of
human belngs.

The word has almost taken on the same
inclugive terror as is felt when one epeaks
of pestilence, the destructiveness of fire, or
the silent deadliness of the sea. “The
cnemy’ i8 not a person nor an aggregation
of persons,  He—rather it—is devastation,
cannon, exploding shells, crazed women and
maimed men—numberless and nameless hor-
rors. ‘‘The enemy' is something to be de-
ptroyed, uprooted, exterminated. Fire, flood
fnd the sword, the lives of men and the dis-

coveries of sclence must all be used, prodi-
gally and ruthlessly, - to obliterate ‘'the
enomy.""

Somothing of ull this is connoted by a word
which in time of peace has little exact signifl-
cance, although ‘it always has but one for
soldiers. ‘Men call their brothers enemles
because of a difference of cpinion about a
horse trade; in pifiiing political strife that
now most dreadful expreseion, ‘“‘the enemy,”

fellow,’”” not one halr of whose head does
anybody wish to harm. Of course, -the
word hhs been merely commandeered to
serve a military purpose, as c‘ymologleally
it means nothing more dreadful than ‘‘not
a frlend.” But war transmutes Innocent
things to further deadly ends, and just as the
effects of war are felt generations after peace
is declared, so for many years to come it is
probable that ‘‘the enemy’ will carry with
it the note of horror and the feellng of terror
and will be banished from the every-day
vocabulary of a grief-stricken world.

Four Months of War

OST of the military experts appear to
agree that the end of the fourth month
of confliet finds the Teutonie armies with
nothing ahead of them except a defensive
campalgn, which may be dragged out for a
long time. Germany has shouted from the
house tops that her plan, if a great war broke
out, would be to crush France to the earth,
80 a8 to release her troops to perform the
same kind office for the Russians. This was
to be attained by hurling overwhelming
masses against the western foe wlith such
speed that 1870 would be re-enacted. This
made the violation of Belglan neutrality a
‘‘military necessity,’”” but it did not take into
account the possibllity that the Belgians
might not be tame spectators.

So the French have not been ecrushed. In-
stead, they have fought the Germans to a
standstill, and are growing In strength all
the time, as are their allles, the British, The
masses of German soldlers were hurled ac-
cording to program, and very valorously
these masses have marched to death in still
uncounted thousands.

In the eastern flelds the Russiane have
obliterated the memory of the Japanese War.
They have foreseen Teutonle strategy with an
almost uncanny prescience, and their own
plan of campalgn has worked out with dead-
ly precision. Thelr soldiers are now well
within Prussian territory; they have over-
run Gallcia, and nelther German nor Aus-
trian can stay thelr further progress.

After four months of war, then, what has
been called the greatest military organiza-
tion of all time, whose living parts possess
an  almost unhumen courage, finda its
strength ebbing away while the forces of ita
opponents. steadlly Improve in numbers and
in morale. A strip of neutral territory has
heen occupled and laid waste, so also a strip
of French territory. DBut the signs are that
even these poor guerdons of slaughter and
destruction will soon be restored to their
rightful owners.

It will gradually sink Into the German
people, united though they may be in sup-
port of the war, that they are not getting
much return for having made their country
an armed camp for a generation. An abor-
tive adventure for world empire will be poor
compensation for a father who has lost his
son, for the wife who has lost her husband,
and for the many, many thousands of crip-
ples whom war robs of man's fair propor-
tions. When that realization becomes gen-
eral in Germany—it must be seeping in by
this time—those who inculcated the mlilitary
ideal and profited by it will probably fall
upon very evil days.
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The Meat We Eat

IN an address before the American Publie
4 Health Association, In convention at Jack-
sonville, George H. Shaw, sanitary engl-
neer of the United States Department of
Agriculture, made the impressive statement
that more than 40,000,000,000 pounds of
meat and meat products had been inspected
by the Federal authorities durlng the past
eight years. Of this colossal total, 179,000,-
000 pounds had been condrmned as unfit for
food. When it Is remembered’ that the De-
partment of Agriculture estimates that it
only inspects about three-fifths of the total
produet, it will be seen that the total quan-
tity of unwholesome or polsonous meat which
seeks to get on the market constitutes a
grave attack upon the health of the people.

It we are to assume that the 60 per cent
of federally inspected meats and meat pro-
duets is closely examined and that none of
it which should not does find ita way to
the retailer, there Is still left the 40 per cent
which Is not subjected to Federal scrutiny,
This large fraction of the total product re-
celves more or less examination from State
and munieipal authorities, who, according
to the Department of Agrlculture's expert,
do their work perfunctorily, although he be-
lieves that the 40 per cent {8 drawn from
more unhealthy stock than that which comes
under the observation of the FFederal inspee-
tors. He plausibly contends that suspected
animals are customarily sent to slaughter-
houses which do not come within the range
of the government's examiners.

Mr. Shaw makes one point of flrst lm-
portance in this most important matter whon
he urges the development of the municipal
abattoir system along the llnes ecommon in
Furope. The existence of scattered, ill-kept
and privately owned killing places i3 an oh-
vivus menace to the wholesomeneas of the
product, while they also handicap proper
State and municipal inspection. Our cities
have been curlously backward in adopting
| this systom, although it has been advised by
! competent health authorities for many
yvears. There is, however, a growing sens|-
tiveness in the United States as to the purity

-

the progress of |

The word |

of our foodstuffs, and some notable advances
| have been made in the past decadé. Prob-
{ ably the next ten years will see tho estab-
lishment of many municipal abattoirs.
[ ——— ]

Surprising thing {8 that & New Jersey firm
| has a contract to supply 7,000 horses to the
| allies. Why horses? Wouldn't Jersey
| skeeters be more effective?

Talking ahout the names of Austrian fort-
resges, United States Patent No. 1,116,398
has been issued for dihydrochlorid of dia-
minodioxyarsenobenzene,

A writer says that newest British battle-
ship carrles fifteen-inch guns. Where to?
Above the face of the waters or below?

Owner of a big slice of New York City has
just died, and all they.can say for him is that
he might have been worse.

Perhaps the Kaiser I8 now wishing that
he had remembered that after ‘“The Day'’
comes ''The Night,"

is used as Interchangeable with ‘“‘the other

SONGS AND SAWS

The Colonel Underatands.
T. R.'s n private cltizen,
As private as can be;
In fact, the very.privatest
Of citizens is he.
The which explains his absenoce
From the Progressive wak
When 'twas declded to embalm
That unlamented fake,
WIth all his old-time certainty,
He can the dead ones tell,
And, as to these, his.rule remalins
That they may go—
far, very far, away, unto some qulet shade
\where the wicked cease from troubling and the
wenry are at rest, and where they will not annoy
him any longer. ’

Internationnl Law.

The Cow (ruminating)—I
wonder, if I should declde to
violate the neutrality of the
adjolning pasture, If I should
find it Inhabited by a herd
imported from Belglum.

m

The Distinction,
Grubbs—Do you believe in luclk?
Btubbs—Well, I helleve in hard luck. I never
got close enough to any of the other sort to
decide whether -I bellavied In it or not.

The Fensimist Saynm: ;
While it is true that Congress convenes to-day,
we should all remember and be thankful for the
foct that It Is for Lhe short session.

Eanlly Explained.
He—It seems to me that Miss Gotrox Is even
more popular than she used to be,
She—Yes. Haven't you henrd? Her uncle died
the other day, and left her another mlllion.

A Peroxide Tragedy.
The malden falr, with golden hair—
Oh, where's that sisterhood to-day?
Some years ago her radlant glow
Made every city highway Eay.
Eu* now, full strange, a mighty change
1s to be seen throughout ths town—
Some halr is black, some red, nlack!
While some continues to be brown.
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

No citlzen of Pulaskl {a suspected of the crime
which Is thus recorded in the Southwest Times,
of that city: “A bold thilef must have bean hard-
up for small change yesterday afternoon. Crawl-
Ing through a window nt the station some time
after 4 o'clock, the thlef brokse into the drink-
Ing cup machine and collected from the re-
ceptacle therein what few coppers had been de-
poslted since the first of the month for o drink-
ing cup.” TPulaskl Is In dry territory, and they
will continue to drink out of a Bottle until No-
vember, 1816, Then they will get another bottle.

Christmas dawns early In Waynesboro, it Edl-
tor Cooke, of the Valley Virginlan, is not glving
glnd greeting regardless, [nder the cnption,
“Hurrah for Christmas!" he says: “Well, wall,
‘ole Christmus' Ia here again, once more! The
Valley Virginlan enrneatly hopes that its many
valued readers and patrons may find that at
the end of thls, another year, thay have been
blessed with as falr and frultful ‘and happy
period gs it is poasible for this changlng, uncer-
tain, eventful lfe to bring.'” It inay be that
the editor rushed a first rumor into print with-
out waliting to verlfy the story.

{'Cole Blease and the old year will go out to-
gether,” the Bristol Herald-Courler obaerves.
Old 1914, however, can say, “He dldn't come in
with me,” and prove an allbl.

The Chase City Progress comments: "It turns
out that one Trotter ,who trotted Into ths White
House the other day and aroused the ira of the
President once served a term In prison, and with
that staring him In the face it looks an If he's a
poor specimen for a leader for the colored race.”
Which colncldes with our first impression that
the dark horse was & ringer from soms outlaw
stable,

Heavy detonationas in the Hanover Progress
indicate that the seat of war has been trans-
ferred from Staunton to Ashland. Editor Driver,
who Is camping on the trall of the Herald's
edltor, attempts to turn a wing with thils chal-
lenge: “We are sorry that the editor of the Han-
over Herald could not comprehend the facts and
figures glven by us and should give vent, to
evasive remarks instead of glving facta (If any
he had), which would prove the Incorrectness
of our filgures. Let's have facts and figures”
Now ls the time to subscribe,

“New books for Chriatmns are plentiful, but
the old rellable ‘pocketbook ls still the most
popular,’” the Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch has dls-
covered., And a few Christmas calendar days
suffice to exhaust the editlon.

Current Editorial Comment

It was thought by Alfred Nobel,
the originator of the Nobel peace

Paradox prize, that if war was mado
of Good  ghockingly destructive, it might
and Evil arouse the world agalnst It. And

80, it id snid, he discovered dyna-
mite and sought by that to make war deplorably
cruel, and, therefore, unpopular. This is what
the papera sBay, and they say further that Mr.
Nobel !s Interested In several factories that
produce terrible explosives, and that the money
pald for peace triumphe comes from the manu-
facture of explosives, And It ls further said
that the dynamite venture inspired Baroness von
Suttner to wrlte her book, “Lay Down Your
Arms,” which Insplred the Czar of Russla to
cnll the first Hague conference. How nll these

strange events hang together! One can hardly
believe the report. And yet if one could trace
all the good that evll encournges, he would be
natonished. TReliglon, charlty, art, publie ad-
vancement, recelve much of thelr support from
vice, Intemperance and erime. It would be a fine
soclological problem to find out how much of
the good of this world is done by the evil. Let
some one solve the problem, and sse how much
the right depends upon the wrong—how much
war la dlscournged by making explosives profit-
able.—0Ohio Stote Journal.

If some people prone to dis-

Realizing :aellm'a that the Unlted Btates

on Natlon's "28 mnol yet begun to reallze
on Its wealth

Wealth would think of

wealth as goods and commodities,
instead of In money terms, they
would be able to get a proper perspective on
what Is happening under thelr noses, The
United Btates is now produclng milllons of yards
of cloth, milllons of tons of coal, mllllons of
pounds of sugar, milllons of tons of steel fash-
loned Into thousands of different shapes for
thousands of different uses. The American
farmer has cultivated and grown mlillions of
bushels of grain. And the Amerlcan manufac-
turer 2 now utlllzing the untold resources of
i the “country In the production of everything
which civilized man can use. Everything from
gold to kindling, all along the laf, is wealth,
and the expression of thelr valug In the terms
of mcney Is merely a matter of convenlence,
Civilized and unclvilized mankind wants every-
thing we can produce,~and orders nre being
pressed upon us from all quarters of the globe.,
Goods are now belng shipped abroad, ang more
ordera will follow. The American manufacturer
now has his opportunity, not only to get forelgn
trade, but to keep it.—Now York Commerclal,

‘It 13 now over a month slnce

Von Bpee’s the German fleet sank the Mon-
Meet Yet mouth and the (Good Hope oft
Active Coronel. British, Japancae and

French squadrons have had time
enough, and to spare, to reach
Chilean waters, The.German fleet has apparently
shifted, as ‘wns to be expected, though the
reports of Ita belng sighted in-the South Atlantle
are not to be -accepted as nacessarlly trust-

worthy, To elude his many pursuers and bring

5

| _bllity of'a German dash,

his ‘fieet safely around the north of Bootland
and through the North Bea to a home port would
be n supremely audaclous feat for Admiral von
Spee to perform. But the chance of sucoess
would ‘be amall, and ‘the strategy would be
sound only on the assumption that .the allles
could be kept in entire Ignorance and be left
to'scour the seas for a vanlshed prey. 'For as
long ‘as ‘Admiral .-von Bpee crulses:at large he Is
occupying a' vastly stronger force which Is
scattered Into the varlous' pursulng squadrons,
but whigh, If he were known to have slipped
into, Wilhelmshaven, could’immedlately be con-
centrated in English waters agalnst the possi-
For the same reason,
the 'German admiral wlill certalnly not Intern
in- any: neutral port unless driven to It by
an: altogether overwhelming force.—Springneld
Republican,

. War News Fifty Years Ago

(From the Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 7, 1864.)

Down on the James Rlver front, iwhich the
Yiankees call the “Richmond front, thero were
all kinds of rumors yesterday. The sum and
substance of all of these rumors lead us to
belleve that a blg fight Is Imminent. It may
tako place to-day or to-morrow. Anvhow, the
Confederate officers are ready for it, and, what-
ever may come, the grand army of the South is
ready and prepared for any emergency.

From down on the James there comes Lhe
information that the whole of the negro force
has been consolidated into one corps of “African
fighters,” whatever that may mean, and that
the negroes crossed the James River night before
last. Yesterday they occupled the llne from
Fort Harrlson' to the river. The white troops
statloned there went off towards our left; that
is to say, to the enemy's right.’ It is understood
that there, or near there, the enemy has accumu-
lated a very Inrge army,

Tho Northern white soldlers do not take on
very readlly with tho negroes who have been
impressed Into the Federal service by Genaral
Butlér. Theres come reports from ncroes the
lines that General Grant disapproves of Butler's
plan of enlisting negro soldlers. Grant dld not
abject to this kind of thing very heartlly until
the affair at the Crater convinced him that the
negro soldler wnas In no way dependable.

Intelligence has reached Richmond (hat a
large number of transports, heavily laden with
fresh troops for Grant's army, are salllng down
the Potomac River and getting Into the Chesa-
penke Bay. The estimate {s that not less than
6,000 troops are aboard of these transports.

The' report comes to army headquarters that
a cons!der_nble force of the enemy under cavalry
fiags hnm entered the upper mection of Fauquler
County, the object belng to destroy farmhouses
farm products and everything elss that may be
of mervice to the Confederates. Howaver,
Mosby has been notified, and that is enough to
sy Just now.

New York papers are actually pathetic In
their appenls to the patriotiam of the North to
Elve General Grant more men. They say: “All
General Grant wants now !a more men to deal

a finishing blow to the Confederacy and end
the war."

From the latest copy we have of the Now
York Herald, it Is learned that Generals Grant
and Butler (the Beast) returned from a confer-
ence In Norfolk on.the second ultimo. When
they landed both generals sought their respec-
tive headquarters, and nelther told the news-
paper men what they had been talking about.

The War Department has iInformation that
Admiral Semmes reached Bagdad, Mexico, on the
11th ultimo, but wasted no time thera. He
hurried to the Rlo Grande, and, crossing the
same, landed on Confederate soll, that is to say,
In Toxas, and from there he Is making hls way
to Rlebhmond to make an official report to the

Navy. Department of the Confederate Stntea of
America.

The Bright Side of Life

Dividing His Theught.
“Do you think only of me? murmured the
bride. “Tell me that you think only of me.,”
“It's this. way,” explained the groom. “Now
and then I hAve to think of the furnace, my
dear."—Loulaville Courler-Journal.

d She Hnd Them,

A young wife, belng twopence short In pay-

ing n bill, called downstalrs to the cook: “Mag-

gle, have you got a couple of coppers down-
stalra?" [

“Yes, ma'am,” replled Maggle.

“They are
cousing of mine.”—Tit-Bita. i ;

How He DId It.

. “He la very popular with his wife of Inte.”
"And him such a fiirt. How does he do it."
“Hhe called h!m up the other day, and sald:

‘Hello, darling,' and he recognized her voice,

and replled: ‘You have evidently made a mistake;

I am: not your darling, I have the dearest,

sweastest, moat beautiful wife In the world, and

she I8 ‘the only woman I permit to call me
darling!" "—Houston Post,

Satan's Way.

Mrs. Kilgora was 'the pretty young wife of the
elderly village pastor. ©One day she went Into
the clity with a friend, and among other things
bought a new frock.

“Another frock, my dear?' mald her husband.
“DIid you need another?"

"Yen," sald the’'wlife, hesltatingly, I do need
it; and, besides, it was 80 pretty that the dewi
tempted me."*

“But you should have sald, ‘Get thees behind
me, Batan.’ Have you forgotten that?"

“Oh, no; but that wns what mnade the trouble,
hubby dear. I sald, 'Get thes behind me, Satan,’
and he did, but he whispered over my shoulder,
‘It just-fita you beautifully in the back! And I
Jjust had tq take It then.,"—Harper's Magazine.

The Voice of the People

Competing Architect in Municipal Nuilding.
To the Editor of the Times-Diaspatch:

Sir,—I am a Richmond boy, the son of Charles
G." Pettit, of the old St. Clair Hoatel. I served
six -years' apprenticeship under D. Wliley An-
derson, architect, of this city; also under H. G.
Frye, of Lynchburg. I wns two years with
Bruce & Morgan, of Atlanta, and for the last
two years I was at Toledo, Ohlo, with George
B. Mills, an assoclate of A. W, Brunner, of New
York, :architect of the nation. In Mr., Mlillg's
office was a force of thirty-two draftsmen, and
I worked my way to firat assistant to the head
draftsman. My last work was on the Clty Hall
of Toledo, which cost over $1,000,000.

I take ft as a great compliment that Mr.
Bossom not only referréd to my deslgn as being
very ambltious, but that the plans were me-
chanically perfect. The point I wish to make
im thla: that my plans comprised the same
aggregnte of cuble feet; therefore, the cost
would have been approximately the same.

In this day of progress 1 presumed that
Richmond looked forward to having a municlpal
bullding as amblitious as any clty can claim.
When the deslgns are on eoxhibltion at the
Chamber of Commeorce, I feel confident that the
public will approve my desire to glve Richmond
an ambitious bullding.

Mr. Bossom' also sthtes that the winning
deslgn could be byllt for $860,000, If thla be
true, I will stake the architect'a fees that my
design can be bullt for the same amount.

CHARLES G. PETTIT, JR.

Richmond, December 5, 1914, 2

EUROPH,

Scourge me not If in my lay

Only dlscords harsh I pen!
Hastens here thi Christmas Day— -
Shall I—Can I truly say,

I'ence on earth, good will to men?

Mock my sorrow If you will—
I can only sorrow tell.
Bld the'jovial wind be still!
With what message dare It thrill? o
. Peace on earth—when earth Is hell!

Hell of 'war. and weary sirifel! E
Hell of hearts with angulsh wrung!

Is there peace for chlld or wife?"

Death, gaunt death! Life, 1ife for life!
Why to empty carcls cling?

Peace! Good will! When through the earth
Milsery on carnage feasts!
Why the song of joy and mirth?
What.are lylng carols worth?
Pénce on enrth, good will to—beasts! [
-~laraoa Bheldon, in New York Times,

'“SEE_AMERICA FIRST"

' ' One of the Day's Best Cartoons.

4o e

—From the Duluth Newa Trihnus

i

LAMENT OF A LAME DUCK

WASHINGTON, December 6.—It lan't
half so had to be a lame duck as the
general reputation of the term Implies,
The lame ducks who are comlng back
to Washington just now, reandy for thelr
Inst sesslon of Congress, their last trip
at the profitable rate of 20 cents na
mile, thelr last fraction of those com-
fortable §7,5600 salaries, are, on the
whole, looking a great denl more cheer-
ful than the mere cutsider mlght con-
jecture.

Of course, the regular role of the
lame duck ia to look completely cha-
grinod, and If emlling at all, then amil-
ing bravely, In order to conceal a
broken heart. According to traditlon,
the lanme duck Is always looking for
n Federal job, In which he may con-
tinue to render services to the publle,
and {f he falls to land such a job, he
1g, technleaily speaking, no longer
lame, but dead. As far as Washington
Ia concerned, he has passed beyond the
horlzon, and If he ever shows up anbove
it, it will nlways be with the careful
explanation thnt he is a “has been"
who is trying to “come bhnek.”

A member of Congress who has just
been defeated for re-election to-day
consented to make known his views on
hias experlence In the House of Repre-
sentatives durlng hils one term. In
that tilme, he was the memher of nn
important Investigating comm/ittee and
R member-of an Important committee
of the Houme, and made an enviableo
record for a one-termer. He has no
prospect whatever of a Federal job,
and expects to return home after March
4 to take up the practice of law, In
which ‘he will earn more money than
was pald him:In salary as a member
of Congresas.” Had he been re-elected,
he would- probably have been able to
do more effectlve work In the Xouse
along ‘the lines in which he ls Inter-
ented,” and it ‘Is quite pogrslble that the
Iuck of politics would have made him
a prominant and useful member of the
House.

He Found Restrictions.

Asked how he felt about his defeat,
and how-he llked being a lame duck,
he answered: !

“Well, to tell the truth, I have a fecl-
Ing of rellef. 1 feel anm If now I might
be able to get out and do something.
As you know, 1 have been oppressed
durlng my term by the same thing
that holda down and oppresses many
of us here, namely, the feeling that
the Individual man, strive as he miay,
Is under tremendous handlcaps unless
he absolutely conforms and surrenders
to the powers that be. Now, while I
have been on perfectly good terms
with the leadera of the House, and
while 1 cannot complain of their per-
sonal treatment of me In any way, [
have, nevertheless, suffered from the
sense of belng restricted, of helng held
down whenever anything that was not
on the regular program came my way.
In other words, the average man in
Congress has not the liberty of effec-

tlve actlon which the outsider mig]
Imagine—In splte of himself he
comes a good deal of a polltician, o
probably at the same time a good &
more uscless to the country than §
would be were the House of Itep)
sentatives a reailly representative off
democratic hody. :

“I wans Interested In n lot of thig)
oulglde of the regular routine of Cd
gress a8 Imposed upon it by the Prej
dent. I went to work wilth all the §
nocence and energy of a new man, §
troduced my bllls, prepared my st
Jects, and tried to get hearings befd
the commitiees, 1 found my collenge
gencerous with thelr time and patlen
and wlilling to do cverything th
could “for me—but within the Im
of the systemn. And ns the years p!
gressed and one sesslon melted Into ¢
other, I discovered thnt the Hmits!
the leglslative system here ure 8o nn
row that Hterally rcores of thoe sl
plest and  most necessary  measuj
irust be put over year nfter year u
finally when they Yecome law they 4
priactically out of date.

Congresn a Decade Dehind,

“In short, Congress Is such a clu
lody that It is necessarlly a decade
50 bBchind the nctual needs of the co
try. Take, as a elrgle exampls,
revis‘on of the Irderal workme
compensation act. This revision v &
solutely necessary. Expertls are ngrd
upon It, and thére Is practically
organized oppaosition to it that is won
consldering. Etlll the Lill does not pa
and in all probabllity will not pass
nt least thres or four yvears to co
I have the feellng that it is a waste
tima for a young and energetic m
Hka myself to hang around these ha
with the meres hope of being nble
Jump on a bandwagon some time
fore he dles. I think that the pl
for mien llke me Is outside of Congre
80 long as Congress s organized §
such a fashlon that It can do very ]
tie Insido of It.” |

Of course, these are the views of |
exceptlonal man, A man who got 1
politica for olher reasons heslides t
deslre to hold a job. Not all lInme duc]
would share in these views, nor w
all be quite so frank In declar
themeelves. It Is evident, howov
from the wmost cursory sort of cafl
versation with samples of this specH
that there is In the stntus of belng
lame duck nothlng particularly trag
The avernge lame duck is bearing
under his decrepltude fairly well
the very least he has had a couple
years in Washington, D. C., which
i liberal educatlon In ltself, and }
matter whether he returns to the mec
private of private lives, or secures |
appointment to a Federal positi]
which forever makes It unnecessa
for him fo worry about his salary, J
hns a life connection with the Unit}
States government which renders hj
A better trained, If not a better citizd

of his country.

I PARIS NIGHTS PLUNGED IN GLOOM

[Correspondence of Assoclated Press.)

PARIS, November 25.—Montmartre
has been put to sleep by martial law.
The "Butte,” from Batlgnolles to Belle-
ville, is plunged In gloom, and to the
wakeful spirits that satill haunt the
streets and boulevards It seems as If
the light of the world had gone out.
Flickers from thousands of bar fronts,
until 8 o'clock strikes, scem to make
o timid effort at revolt, then go out
as J{ It were no use., The contest with
Gallieni is too unequal. Popular res-
taurants of the more- serlous-minded
order hold out longer, but the lights
bo out at half-past. 9. Then Mon-
martre fades Into nothing,

The "“Moulin Rouge'" seems to have
goneé blind; the enormous wings of {ta
windmlll, that for so many years have
unceaaingly revolved in a ruddy glow
of electric temptation, are motionless,
The “Moulin de la Galette,” possessed
now by women of the upper crust,
grinds out a dally grist of soldiers’
socks, but as soon as the evening
shadows fall it stands llke a ghost
of past glorles looking over the anaes-
thetized joy that lles at Ita feet.

The cabarets are closely hidden be-
hind !ron shutters, as If to spare the
passer-by the paln of regretful memo-
rles. *“Hell" gaeems to have decided
that It cannot compete with war. The
gates of “Heaven” are shut, until the
end of It all makes It worth while open-
ing, and “Neant,” quite invisible in the
dark shadow of the boulevard, can only
typlfy what Montmartre has become,

“The Rat Mort,” "The Abbaye” and
kindred Institutlons whose milsslon In
life has been to turn night into day,
have shrunk-before the.task of turn-
ing day Into night, and have retired

Illke groundhogsy into | thelr winter
holes, i . 1
1t Montmartre Is asleep, It Is not

abeolutely deserted. Long columns of
promenaders walk Its 'streete,’ after
having “exhausted’ the last bit of pa-,
tience of the.militavy .regulations, but
they appear to have lost thelr way,'and
not to know where they are. golng.
It ‘1s: a rather ~melancholy spectacle,
and, perhaps, the mqtt‘{iawllnorcd of

all the throng are the dem!mondaln§
—those that are left—for most of the]
have fled the rigors of Gallleni's r§
Elme. ]

The capital as a whole no longer e
Joys the animated spectacle of : tH
“green hour"” between 6 and 7 o'clod
In the evenlng, when every good Patl
slan before the war took his seat
an open-alr table in_front of
favorite cafe on the boulevards |
drink his dally absinthe or other shng
appetizer, 4 B

The tables are still there, but t§
customers who remain are forced, sin
the prohibition of the sale of absinthi
to confine thelr libatlons to the slmp
glass of sherry, mineral water
highly-colored syrup, sometimes varl
by & jog of light French beer, ar
there Ia no*orchestra to while the tin
Away, :

Noet far from the great centr
thoroughfares the *“Amerlcanas bar
are almost deserted, and many ha
closed their doors untll the recurren
of belter tlmes. One  well-know
former American jockey has glven
his bar for the present, and ls gervl
the Red Cross with his automoblle,

The billiard and poolrooms are, fd
the most part, dark and unoccuple
Some which continue to keep open dd
vote part of thelr receipts to the v4
rlous rellef funds,

The amusements most missed are t
theatres and variety halls. For thre
months after the mobillzation of t
army the only housea where any pey
formance was given were the "movies
This, however, Is to undergo a.chang
for .various nssoclations of actors a
publie. performers. have succeeded
bringing the great dldtress among the
members to the notlece of the Premla
who hasg consented to the reopenin
of the playhouses. Some of the mol
important willl remnin closed until t
hours of service of the subways ha
been extended till later than half-pa;
4. " Otherwlse, In consequence  of 't
‘paucity of transport, in the. absend
of the motor buses and many cabs, t
managements would be forced to prd
vide lodging ‘accommodation for -t
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pertormers,




